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The S3 Parking Report 2011

An Analysis of the Current Situation in the Areas surrounding the Faculty of Science

Introduction & Scope

The purpose of this report is to highlight the problems and issues relating to the current parking
situation at the University of Malta, particularly where in the areas surrounding the Faculty of
Science. The state of the matter will be explored and, in light of the evidence obtained, several
suggestions will be put forward which could potentially remedy the situation and bring about the
urgently-required improvements.

Current Issues

Since the last academic year, we have been noticing various changes in the parking areas around
the ring road, particularly in the vicinity of the Faculty of Science, mainly due to the ongoing
excavation and construction development of the new ICT buildings.

To begin with, even prior to the initiation of construction works in the area, the students having
lectures at the faculty of science, already face considerable difficulties due to the fact that the
parking spaces available are situated quite far away from the faculty, save for the few along the
ring-road nearby (see Figure 1: Campus Map). Also, the faculty building is one of the buildings
which are farthest away from both the major parking area (see Photos 1-2: Car Park 6), as well
as the Bus Terminus. The parking spaces available near our faculty (Car Park 2 & 3) are
completely reserved for Academic and Non-Academic staff, thereby limiting the students’
options even further. One also has to mention that there is a small parking area available near the
Physical Education building. However, this also has a good number of reserved parking spaces
for staff.
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Figure 1: Campus map with the main parking areas mentioned highlighted. Note that the main area of concern in this
report is outlined within the red box on the map above. The buildings belonging to the Faculty of Science are highlighted
within the blue box.
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Photo 1: The alternative parking areas on Campus, namely an area near Car Park 6 is quite far away and
very often full, but it is also somewhat unsuitable for parking, especially in humid conditions. This is because
the soil ground can become very muddy, even after mild rainfall. A small investment in asphalt can make this

area more suitable for parking.

Photo 2: The area near Car Park 6 also contains several regions which are characterised by loose rocks and
could cause damage to cars attempting to navigate through the area in search for parking.



The other parking area available near the faculty is located within Car Park 4 (near Quadrangle),
the problem with this one being that it is the most central and therefore, frequently full at most
times. Furthermore, this area is closed-off or otherwise blocked several times during the year due
to activities happening at the quadrangle which require the use of the car park (eg: Freshers’
Week, Science Week, University Open Week etc...). In such cases, not only is the car park itself
closed, but also the main road leading to it, which also accommodates a number of cars on one
side (see Photo 3).

Photo 3: The parking area next to the University quadrangle (Car Park 4) is reasonably close to some of the
Faculty of Science’s buildings. However, this area |
to accommodate tents and/or delivery trucksett.hvol ved
taking place at the University Quadrangle. This causes a regular inconvenience to several students and
further limits their options as to where they are able to park.

The ICT building has unfortunately negatively affected the already problematic and limited
parking situation for students, by making around 50 of the spaces in this area unavailable. As
explained above, these spaces are crucial for science students, given the fact that they have
always been most frequently-used by these individuals. One also has to keep in mind that the
vast majority of the parking spaces taken up for construction purposes were previously allocated
to students.

The problem this construction area created was not simply the evident loss of the
aforementioned parking spaces located at the site, but also loss of parking in other areas in the
vicinity due to reservation for trucks and other uses by placing concrete or plastic blocks in what
usually were parking spaces for students (see Photos 4-5).
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Photo 4: Several parking spaces are being taken up by parked trucks and concrete blocks along the ring
road, with the latter being placed there for no apparent reason. This contributes further to the inconvenience
caused to individuals seeking parking in the area.

Photo 5: Several Plastic Blocks are also being placed on a regular basis along the ring road such that more
parking spaces are being used up. Although their purpose is not clearly visible, their numbers appear to
fluctuate unpredictably throughout the week, leaving individuals wishing to park in these areas uncertain of
which locations will be unavailable or not.
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In the few remaining available areas for parking, students have complained about the presence of
dust coming from the construction site. In 2007, MEPA released a set of regulations regarding
the environmental management of construction sites. Part of it was dedicated to the measures
that should be taken to reduce the spread of construction material outside the site so as to keep
the neighbouring areas clean. Unfortunately, very little is being done at the construction site of
the ICT buildings and the nearby ring road is frequently full of sand and mud (see Photos 6-7).
This is becoming an unnecessary nuisance and appropriate measures should be taken to improve
the surrounding area.
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Photo 6: Several individuals have complained about the dust and construction rubble which the sites are
generating. This is not only a nuisance to those parking their cars in the vicinity of the construction sites, but
could also pose a health hazard given the fine size of particles generated by construction.

Photo 7: The measures taken to reduce the generation and spread of this dust are questionable. Wind
breaker sheets erected to prevent this from happening seem worn away and even torn. Some rubble is also
left exposed meaning that it is free to be carried by the wind and other elements.



Proposals & Potential Improvements

Short Term Solutions

We feel that the amount of parking spaces reserved by the concrete or plastic blocks should, first
of all, be regulated in such a way that a known amount of spaces are taken. This is in light of the
fact that the amount of spaces taken has been fluctuating and is in no way regulated, and hence
students wouldn’t be able to gauge the availability of parking in the area, even if the same
number of cars were to be present.

Secondly, we believe that it is only fair that an immediate solution be provided as an alternative
to remedy the situation. It is unfair on the student body that just because the colour scheme for
the area happened to indicate that those spaces were reserved for students, these will be removed
without providing alternatives. This implies that the ratio of parking area available for students
has now decreased overall and therefore, we believe that the colour scheme ratio should be
revised temporarily by allotting a number of spaces in the vicinity currently reserved for staff to
students, if no other solutions can be found.

Another potential option to initiate the solution could be the removal of any scaffolding which is
currently not in use. In this case specific reference can be made to the completed ICT block
behind the Biology department. The scaffolding is currently occupying several blue parking
spaces, which are actually the nearest spaces available to the faculty of science (see Photos 8-9).
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Photo 8: We are proposing that the areas where construction has been largely completed be cleared of any
unnecessary material such as scaffolding and/or wind breaker sheets, such that the parking spaces previously
occupied for obvious reasons could be returned for use by students.



Photo 9: This area close to the newly-completed IT Services building could easily be rehabilitated and a few
parking spaces could be increased if the construction materials are removed.

Students should also be provided with a detailed account of whether underground parking will
be available at the new ICT buildings once ready. It would be ideal if students were involved in
the decisions relating to who these spaces will be available to. We hope that, if these will be
available only to academic and non-academic staff, parking spaces currently reserved for them in
other areas at university will be made available for students.

Changes to the Current Colour Scheme System

As regards long term solutions, several possibilities exist. It has been observed that the yellow
spaces along the ring road section close to the engineering building are often left unused after a
certain time of day. Given the current system of allocated parking spaces, students who decide to
park in these empty spaces would run the risk of getting clamped and incurring a fine. For this
reason, we propose that these yellow parking spaces be made available to students after 2pm.
This would be a sensible decision, given that most of the staff working at university would have
already been to university and found their required parking space. In this way, students arriving
later on in the day would be using spaces which would have otherwise remained unoccupied just
the same.

Bicycle Scheme & Incentives

In KSU’s Multi-Storey Car Park report, presented to the student body at the 2010 KSU Annual
General Meeting, there is mentioned the effort by KSU to incentivise students to increase their
use of bicycles as their main mode of transport. It is stated that this could be done by introducing
bike shelters, for students to park their bicycles safely, and also by offering discounted prices on
bicycles from local vendors. We feel that, although the concept would be highly beneficial, KSU
did not actually implement this idea to the extent that it had proposed, and therefore did not
achieve the desired effects in reducing the issue related to parking. For a start, the number of



bike shelters introduced is very limited. Only three such shelters are available and none of them
are located close to the faculty of science. Furthermore, they do not offer any protection
whatsoever to the bikes from rain and the elements.

In addition to this, no discount schemes for the purchase of bicycles have as yet been announced
by KSU. This is a big disappointment since this idea would not only help to incentivise people to
use an alternate mode of transport but also it would also promote a more active and healthy
lifestyle amongst students. We are hoping that this pledge will be implemented imminently.

Multi-Storey Car Park

The multi-storey car park project mentioned in the KSU report is the ideal solution for parking-
related problems on campus. This project does not only include a large increase in the number of
spaces available to students, but also includes the possibility of having a commercial top-floor
which makes this project financially feasible in the long-run. We hope that this proposal is
looked into seriously as required and that the proposal is indeed implemented, since the issues
related with parking on campus are constantly being aggravated with the annual increase of
students attending university.

Concluding Remarks

By solving the parking problem on campus, it is not only the students and staff that will benefit,
as they would not need to park far away and in areas which are not ideal for parking, but several
other issues which are indirectly affected by the lack of parking on campus.

We can also say that this will reduce the waste of fuel that drivers are wasting daily to search for
parking in other areas near university. As an organisation, we often get complaints that students
spend more time looking for parking around the campus, than the time taken for them to come
from home to Msida.

It would also reduce the amount of parking spaces being taken in the area next to the gym and
national pool, where those who need to use the sports facilities are having to park far away since
all the parking spaces are being taken up by students attending university early in the morning
and therefore remain occupied till early in the afternoon. We feel that this is very unjust to those
using the sports facilities, but on the other hand, one cannot blame the students who park there,
as it is the closest alternative to parking available outside the campus. When this parking is also
full, finding other parking places in the morning is merely by luck and in areas which are
considerably far away from the campus. Given alternatives on campus, students would not need
to resort to this parking and therefore by solving the issue, more than one entity will be affected
positively.

The parking issue have been debated for a number of years. Some short-term improvements
have been proposed and implemented to eliminate severe situations, but no long term projects
have ever been planned. The growth of university needs to be a holistic one and all aspects need
to be taken into consideration. Although the academic fields should have much higher priorities,
we cannot keep expanding the university, without considering the parking needed to satisfy its
users.



